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DURE ELLINGTON'S GREATEST

Notes by LEONARD FEATHER

first established

IT\' the twenty-five years sir
a national reputation with his debut at the old
Cotton Club, Duke Ellington has enjoyed a dual
realize the

career. Few of his more casual admirer

necessity to differentiate between Ellington the or-

chestrator and Ellington the songwriter, yet these
two channels along which the stream of his success
has flowed are generally quite distinct, overlapping
only in occasional instances.

Ellington the orchestrator builds works that are
designed strictly for his own band, in which counter-
point, the voicing, the interpretation, are as much an
integral part of the work as the main melodic line.
Ellington the songwriter designs hits with simple
single-line melodies, to be played and popularized
just as much by other artists as by his own unit.

In this collection, the two Ellingtonian facets are
happily combined. Eight of the tunes that helped to
establish Ellington among the Berlins and Kerns as a
popular songwriter are given up-to-date treatment in
the hands of their creator and his pereanial collabora-
tor Billy Strayhorn. Some of the tunes here started
out as simple instrumental numbers and were later
developed into popular songs (Caravan, Sopbisticated
Lady); others were conceived specifically with the
popular song market in mind (I Lef ¢ Song Go Ount
of My Heart); and one number has remained a
strictly instrumental Ellington specialty to this day
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Caravan—This tune was created by
Ellington in 1951 after several years with Harry
James. It gets a thumba treatment in this later ver-
sion arranged by Duke; Lawrence Brown, tro
Jimmy Hamilton, clarinet, and Ray Nance, violin,
are spotlighted.

Sophisticated Lady—Long associated with Toby
Hardwick, former lead alto sax in the band, who
first recorded it with Duke in 1933, this makes 2
vehicle for Duke’s piano, Hamilton's clarinet and the
trumpet of William “Cat” Anderson, who rejoined
Duke in 1950 after a short fling wich his own band.
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