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THE OLD PLANTATION (Redmond-David)
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SOLACE (LAMENT FOR A LOST LOVE) (Bigard-Ellington)
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DUKE ELLINGTON AND HIS ORCHESTRA
1937

eginning in 1936, key-members of the Duke Ellington Orchestra were also regularly involved in a series of
B small-group sessions. All these dates enable us to hear Duke’s star soloists in a more intimate setting,

often playing forgotten pop tunes of the day. Occasionally, musicians from other bands were also invited to
pool their talents with those of the Ellingtonians!
Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington was born in Washington, D.C., on April 29, 1899. While still at high school, he began
playing in his native city. He soon organized his first little group, “The Duke's Serenaders”, including Otto Hardwick and
Arthur Whetsol, both of whom were to remain with him for many years. Duke Ellington first came to New-York in 1923
with “The Washingtonians”, then still led by Elmer Snowden. A year later, the highly ambitious Duke Ellington took over
the group and worked with it successfully at the “Kentucky Club” until 1927. The developing band's most successful enga-
gement, at the “Cotton Club”, lasted until 1931, when the fledgling Cab Calloway Orchestra took over their spot. Duke
Ellington’s first tour to England, Scotland and France in 1933 proved an immense personal and musical triumph. During
the thirties, the Duke and his Orchestra travelled extensively in the United States, and their second visit to Europe six
months before the outbreak of war enabled many of their admirers to hear the band in the flesh. Many agree that by 1940
the orchestra had reached its artistic peak. The band's first Carnegie Hall concert in January 1943 was followed by inume-
rable appearances at the world's most famous theatres. Duke Ellington was fortunately able to continue his regular tours
around the globe until a short time before his death on May 24, 1974 - one month after celebrating his 75th birthday.
This CD of the complete recordings of Duke Ellington opens with the first session under Cootie Williams' name. The
core of the Ellington band supports the superb Cootie on these happy romps. One day, after an important session
by Chick Webb's own Big Band, his pianist Tommy Fulford sat in on a marvellous date by the “Gotham Stompers”,
recording arrangements by Wayman Carver. Chick's superb drumming is another welcome addition! Duke's full
orchestra then follows with three commercially slanted vocals by Ivie Anderson. Despite the banality of these
songs, her lovely contributions more than compensate such shortcomings. Barney Bigard's second date with his
Jazzopaters includes an outstanding up-tempo piece entitled “Four And One Half Street”. In May 1937, Duke
Ellington recorded the first big-band version of Juan Tizol's famous “Caravan”, another item to remain in the band-
book for decades to come! It had alieady been cut by Bigard's little outfit six months earlier - see Classics 666. The
first of many sessions by Johnny Hodges with his band-mates is a mainly commercial affair, although by no means
without interest. To be continued.

Anatol Schenker, October 1992.
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DISCOGRAPHY DUKE ELLINGTON 1937

COOTIE WILLIAMS AND HIS RUG CUTTERS: Cootie Williams-t/Joe “Tricky Sam” Nanton-tb/Johnny Hodges-ss-
as/Harry Carney-bar/Duke Ellington-p/Hayes Alvis-sb/Sonny Greer-d.

New York, March 8, 1937.
Variety 555

Variety 527

Variety 555

Variety 527

Variety rejected

M-185-1 | Can't Believe That You're In Love With Me
M-186-1 Downtown Uproar

M-187-1 Digga Digga Doo

M-188-2 Blue Reverie

M-189-1 Tiger Rag

THE GOTHAM STOMPERS: Cootie Williams-t/Sandy Williams-tb/Barney Bigard-cl/Johnny Hodges-as/Harry
Carney-bar/Tommy Fulford-p/Bernard Addison-g/Billy Taylor-sb/Chick Webb-d/Wayman Carver-a/lvie
Anderson-v.
New York, March 25, 1937.
Variety 629
Variety 541
Variety 629
Variety 541

M-301-1 My Honey's Lovin’ Arms - VIA
M-302-1 Did Anyone Ever Tell You? - vIA
M-303-1 Alabamy Home

M-304-1 Where Are You? - vIA

DUKE ELLINGTON AND HIS FAMOUS ORCHESTRA: Duke Ellington-p-a dir. Wallace Jones-Cootie Williams-
t/Rex Stewart-c/Joe “Tricky Sam” Nanton-Lawrence Brown-tb/Juan Tizol-vtb/Barney Bigard-cl/johnny Hodges-
d-as-bar/Harry Carney-cl-as-bar/Otto Hardwick-as-bsx/Fred Guy-g/Hayes Alvis-Billy Taylor-sb/Sonny Greer-
d/Ivie Anderson-v/Joe Lippman-a.

New York,April 9, 1937.
Master 117
Master 117
Master 124

M-379-1 There's A Lull In My Life - vIA
M-380-1 It's Swell Of You - vIA
M-381-1 You Can’t Run Away From Love Tonight

DUKE ELLINGTON AND HIS FAMOUS ORCHESTRA : same.

New York,April 22, 1937.
FDC 1022 (LP) (Italy)
Master 124

M-416-2 Azure - aJL
M-417-1 The Lady Who Couldn't Be Kissed

IVIE ANDERSON AND HER BOYS FROM DIXIE: same.

New York, April 22, 1937.
M-418-1 The Old Plantation - vIA Variety 591
BARNEY BIGARD AND HIS JAZZOPATERS: Rex Stewart-c/Juan Tizol-vtb/Barney Bigard-cl/Harry Carney-
bar/Duke Ellington-p/Billy Taylor-sb/Sonny Greer-d.
New York, April 29, 1937.
Variety 564
Variety 564
Variety 655
Variety 655

M-433-2 Solace (Lament For A Lost Love)
M-434-1 Four And One-Half Street
M-435-1 Demi-Tasse (Each Day)

M-436-2 Jazz a la Carte

DUKE ELLINGTON AND HIS FAMOUS ORCHESTRA: Duke Ellington-p-a dir. Wallace Jones-Cootie Williams-
t/Rex Stewart-c/Joe “Tricky Sam” Nanton-Lawrence Brown-tb/Juan Tizol-vtb/Barney Bigard-cl/Johnny Hodges-
cl-as-bar/Harry Carney-cl-as-bar/Otto Hardwick-as-bsx/Fred Guy-g/Hayes Alvis-Billy Taylor-sb/Sonny Greer-
d/Ivie Anderson-v/Joe Lippman-a.

New York, May 14, 1937.
Master 131

Master 131

M-470-1 Caravan
M-471-1 Azure - aJL

JOHNNY HODGES AND HIS ORCHESTRA: Cootie Williams-t/Barney Bigard-cl/Johnny Hodges-ss-as/Otto
Hardwick-as/Harry Carney-bar/Duke Ellington-p/Fred Guy-g/Hayes Alvis-sb/Sonny Greer-d/Buddy Clark-v.

New York, May 20, 1937.
Variety 576

Variety 586

21186-1 Foolin’ Myself
21187-1 A Sailboat In The Moonlight - vBC
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“Tricky Sam™ Arthur Whetsol Bamey Bigard
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DUKE ELLINGION

' AND HIS ORCHESTRA
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| Can't Believe That You're In Love With Me 13 Azur (M-416-2)

04-22-37 2:52

(M-185-1) 03-08-37 2:52 14 The Lady Who Couldn’t Be Kissed

2 Downtown Uproar (M-186-1)  03-08-37 2:41 (M-417-1)  04-22-37 2:40 -
3 Digga Digga Do (M-187-1)  03-08-37 2:51 15 The Old Plantation (M-418-1)  04-22-37 2:48
4  Blue Reverie (M-188-2) 03-08-37 2:54 16 Solace (Lament For a Lost Love)

5 Whispering Tiger (Tiger Rag) (M-189-1) 03-08-37 2:38 (M-433-2)  04-22-37 2:41
6 My Honey’s Lovin’ Arms (M-301-1) 03-25-37 2:47 17 Four And One-Half Street  (M-434-1) 04-29-37 2:32
7 Did Anyone Ever Tell You?  (M-302-1) 03-25-37 2:57 18 Demi-Tasse (Each Day) (M-435-1) 04-29-37 2:33
8 Alabamy Home (M-303-1)  03-25-37 3:00 19 Jazz A La Carte (M-436-2) 04-29-37 2:30
9 Where Are You? (M-304-1) 03-25-37 2:53 20 Caravan (M-470-2)  05-14-37 2:39
10 There's A Lull In My Life (M-379-1)  04-09-37 2:56 21 Azure (M-471-1)  05-14-37 3:10
11 It's Swell Of You (M-380-1) 04-09-37 2:42 22 Foolin' Myself (21186-1)  05-20-37 2:56
12 You Can't Run Away from Love Tonight 23 A Sailboat In The Moonlight (21187-1)  05-20-37 3:01

(M-381-1)  04-09-37 2:34

1 T0 5 COOTIE WILLIAMS AND HIS RUG CUTTERS. 6 TO 9 THE GOTHAM STOMPERS.

10 TO 14, 20, 21 DUKE ELLINGTON AND HIS FAMOUS ORCHESTRA. 15 IVIE ANDERSON AND HER BOY FROM DIXIE.

16 TO 19 BARNEY BIGARD AND HIS JAZZOPATERS. 22, 23 JOHNNY HODGES AND HIS ORCHESTRA.
6,7,9, 10, 11, 15 IVIE ANDERSON VOCAL. 23 BUDDY CLARK VOCAL

ALSO AVAILABLE BY DUKE ELLINGTON : CLASSICS 539 (1924-27), 542 (27-28), 550 (28),
559 (28-29), 569 (29), 577 (29-30), 586 (30), 596 (30 Vol. 2), 605 (30-31), 616 (31-32),
626 (32-33), 637 (33), 646 (33-35) & 659 (35-36) & 666 (36-37).
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