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SIDE A
THE PIANO PLAYER (2:55)
CREOLE LOVE CALL (4:28)

DON'T YOU KNOW | CARE (4:30)

| CAN'T GET STARTED (5:57)
NEW YORK, NEW YORK (3:05)

SIDE B
PITTER PATTER PANTHER (2:30)
HOW HIGH THE MOON (2:15)
Duka Eflington's last forelgn tour, in the fall of 1973 BASIN STREET BLUES (2.55)
was s alronuous as any of tho many ho mado In tho TIGER RAG (3:65) onist Harold Ashby soon after ho joined the band, and
courso of his long careor. After promioring Tho WOODS (3:45) od a warm, lush Interprotation worthy of his
Sacrod Cancort In Wostminstor Abboy on Octobor 7 ) (Hendfmanior and prececesoriihe lats Ben
(RCA Records album APL1-0785), ho had played SROLIATION 2:55) Now York itton In 1972 when Elling:
odon, Denmark, Germany, Austrin, Yugoslavia, Spal Publie parformance cloaranco—A was an officlal h jal “Summer
ranca and Belglum befora proceading 1o Ethiopla and dad al th Congross Thoaro, Easti an oxamplo of the unassuming ploasuro ho
Zambla, In Addis Ababa, ho was prosentod to Hailo Selas Docombar 1, 1 InCtund haivealnltie Alaiiocre e
o, who confarred a high honor upon him. Ho retumed to Romix and Ediling: Mike Lipakin and Bob Si Toxan who sings as though she belleves the words
London fust In time to appoar before H.M. Quoen Elizaboth Illustrator; Onl e P13 Bani e e el o T e
i1 In the annual Command Performance at the Palladium 8 Elllngior ard hls mostfamoUs bees player Jlmimy
an Novombar 261h, aftor which n fow more datos remainod e Rereannal; A i
faieled dicund Eritelr, Méoa® #11n3(oR I Miaey st eonrdonniy ¢ The namos of Wallman Braud, Hayes Alvis, Billy
st officially ] 0 JuniorRaglin, Oscar Polilord, Wondoll Marshall
odo, Aaron Bell and Harold Lamb come fo mind,

ornon Duke. The number was entrusted 1o lenor saxo

On the night of this recording (the
authorized recording of the band undor his loadorship)
ho arrlved In Eastbourno by train—woary but game, The o Benjamin, a longtimo Ellinglon onthuslast and
band had had a slightly hotrandous bus trlp from Pre worthy of the tradition thoy had created
In Lancashire through snow, doop by English standards. \co I the moro affecting a uvenir sinco
Aftor a poriod of “delrosting In the bar, the musician Anita Mooro, Monay Johnaon—vocali yth he and tho loader had mere months fo Ii
wore In “high good humor," according 1o the editor of bl T A 16 mado.

Jazz Journal, Sinclair Tralll, who Is as oxperionced In such How High the Moon, a bo-bop anthem, was sultable
dofrosting processes as ha s In Ja jood humor \ showcaso for Johnny Colos, a sololst with a personal
perslatod dospile the fact that thoy were (o play not of his own, Ellington fook an amused nterost in bop,
but two shows both concerts ho played with Intensity and enorgy that  and was by no means averse to using la phraseology
bolied the tarminal nature of the liness from which "ho had players avallablo who could defivor It with

Eastbourne, on the south const of England, has al
an agreeablo tono

ways considored Iself a cut above tho othor noighboring  suffering. “A lol of pooplo didn't realize h
soasido towns, It Is sllil vaguoly Edwardian and romains  he could play," Earl Hinos sald sorrowfully after Basin Stroot Blues was ono of tho numbers Money
popular with relired peoplo, just as It was in the days of "but he was original, and didn't copy anybody Johngon sang and played s a fributo fo Loula Atmalrong
tho Raj, when It was a havon for crusty ex-officers of Craolo Love Call follows, and It h noting that ) wo lod 10 requosts for T/ger Rag from some
HM.'s Indian Army, Thero aro many hotols of varying this enduring favorito was first recorded In 1928, for RCA 5 In the audionce, who prosumably romem:
slandards, not to mention boarding houses specializing in  Tho through 1 part version tho band recorded In 1929,
Bod and Brookfast," Childran, carried to Eastbourno by  years, but tho charactor of ih Joking about this “southern” music in his dressing room
nostalgic parents, use s shinglo boach th8loharacierol ihe ol aftorwards, Ellington told Sinclair Tralll, “Ah, yos, we're
rough winds, hoavy saa skios could mako aina the tradition ostablished by Rudy becoming adult at last—catching up with tho Bunks and
vory bleak thero, ¢ ummer, Englishmen kno ard, Harry Carr 198 clarinot  Boldans 80 1o spoak
instinctively that the weather Is bettor on the south coast } mutod trum > heard o Woods, short for "'woodwir 1 arrangement
although you have, In fact, to go all the way west to Corn 0 in transition, Its ultimate froatme Hrumm,‘ not baing full
il to notice any appreciable difforonco. noton In resolvad I the loader's mind. In this caso, It serves as the
on by Ellington In {00 Kt anor saxaphono combat botwoon Harold Ashby

Anyway, 10 this resort, and 1o Its excollent, mc many of his othor atirac
ind young Parcy Marion from Boston

Congress Thealro, Ellinglon and his men camo on a ve . W ¢ o
intry night, and wore mel—not with cool re b ) 1 Finally, Meditation, the evocative plano solo Ellingt
ith warmih, affection, and even, one might say r 180d to play In The Sacond Sacred Concort, What was in

band's most loyal supportors had made the trip dow o urprisingly ¢ his mind as he playod it this night? Thoughts of farewell?

London, and despito the odd against I the o ] Or momories of the warm welcome he recelved In England

became almost festive, as you will he n ho first crossed the Atlantic forty years beforo?

STANLEY DANCE

author of

Tha World o Duka Ellinglon
published by Charles Scribnor

There are soloctions from both concarts In this alburm
and the opener (s The Plano Player, a term Ellinglon al
ways used in goll-descriplion before introdu it
Ho Is anything but the “approntica* here, and thr

Produced by Joan-Paul GUITER




