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DUKE ELLINGT!

The American pianist, composer and
bandleader Edward Kennedy ‘Duke’ Elling-
ton (1899-1974) occupied a special position
in jazz. As he might have said of himself, he
was ‘beyond category’. It was intended at
first that Ellington should become a painter,
and he studied fora time at the Pratt Institu-
te in New York. But owing to lack of money
he had to abandon his art studies, and he
took a job as a pianistin a small café, where
he also wrote his first compositions. About
1919 Ellington formed a band with some
school friends, and three years later he was
taken into Wilbur Sweatman’s band in New
York. In 1923, however, Duke Ellington
became the leader of his own band, and af-
ter playing atvarious Harlem night clubs, he
won an engagement at the famous Cotton
Club in 1927. In the course of four years
there the band became world-famous,
thanks largely to Ellington’s ability for get-
ting the best out of his brilliant musicians.
To interpret music Ellington employed mu-
sicians of great individuality, allowing them
considerable scope and writing in sections
specifically for their unique talents. Soloists
such as Johnny Hodges, Cootie Williams,
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the Duke’s music.

‘The music of my race’, Ellington has said,
‘is more than an American form of expression.
What we Negroes did notdare to say openly,
we said in music, and what we call jazz is
something more than mere dance musi
Constant Lambert has described Ellington
as "the first jazz composer of distinction’.

Duke Ellington’s first big hitin the popular
music field was Mood Indigo, firstrecorded
in 1930. His biggest hits in later years inclu-
ded Solitude, Sophisticated Lady, Things
Ain’t What They Used To Be, Satin Doll and
Take The A-Train, which became the band’s
theme song.

The royalties from works such as these
enabled him to compose and record less
commercial music and he was the first jazz
composer to write extended works such as
Creole Rhapsody, Black, Brown And Beige,
Deep South Suite, Harlem Suite and Such
Sweet Thunder.

Inshowing to what heights a large jazz or-
chestra could aspire, Duke Ellington achie-
ved a reputation not likely to be duplicated
or forgotten. In the late Fifties it was clear
that he had made a more extensive and more

JHR 73501

JHR 73504

Aumﬂﬂ" O VR W I T H

ALSO AVAILABLE IN THIS JAZZ HOUR COLLEC

Oj A7 20000 OO0

"%, FATS WALLER

Honeysacile Rese

JHR 73502

BASIE BOOGIE FATS WALLER  HONEYSUCKL
ne | The Midgets { Whirly | Wish | Were Twins | Arm Ful 0,
The Deacen | Cute

id From Redbank

T) az20000 0000
CECIL EARLHINES 5
TAYLOR Just Frieads :

Crossing

JHR 73505

JHR 73503

JHR 73506

Ben Webster, Lawrence Brown, Juan Tizol important contribution than had any other
and Rex Stewart were to become houshold figure in the history of jazz.
names due to their close association with
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